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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5, 7-17, 20 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Sawabe (US 6687211). 

Regarding claim 1, Sawabe discloses a method for playing back audio signals recorded 
on a disc (abstract), comprising the acts of: providing a disc player (fig. 6); providing a disc 
(abstract); determining a player channel format of audio signals outputted from the disc player 
(col. 45 lines 41-50 and col. 47, Table 2); reviewing the disc to identify content compatible 
with the player channel format of the disc player (col. 48 lines 44-59); and prohibiting playback 
of content incompatible with the player channel format (col. 48 lines 60-65). 

Regarding claim 2, Sawabe further discloses wherein content incompatible with the 
player channel format is content on the disc stored in a format other that the player channel 
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format and is not downmixable (col. 48 lines 60-65 and col. 30 lines 38-41). Sawabe discloses 
that apparatus may not have the capability for the reproduction, and also discloses wherein the 
information for reproduction may include a down-mix coefficient, which therefore means that 
the content that is not reproducible would not have the down-mix coefficient and is not 
downmixable. 

Regarding claim 3, Sawabe discloses the acts of: reading navigation data recorded on the 
disc; extracting groups from the disc; identifying groups with content compatible with the 
player channel format of the disc player; and playing back the groups with content compatible 
with the player channel format of the disc player (col. 36 lines 37-51). 

Regarding claim 4, Sawabe further disclose reading navigation data recorded on the disc; 
extracting audio titles from the disc; identifying audio titles compatible with the player channel 
format of the disc player; and playing back the audio titles compatible with the player channel 
format of the disc player (col. 36 lines 57-67 through col. 37 lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 5, Sawabe fruther discloses the acts of: reading navigation 
data recorded on the disc; extracting groups from the content of the disc; identifying groups that 
will provide audio signals compatible with the player channel format of the disc player; playing 
back the groups that will provide audio signals compatible with the player channel format of the 
disc player (col. 36 lines 37-51); and repeating playback of the groups in group number 
sequence (col. 37 lines 29-39). 

Regarding claim 7, Sawabe further discloses wherein the content on the disc includes 
music data (col. 1 lines 11-16). 
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Regarding claim 8, Sawabe discloses a method for playing back audio signals recorded 
on a disc, comprising the acts of: providing a disc player (fig. 6); providing a disc (abstract); 
detecting a disc player audio output channel type (col. 45 lines 41-50 and col. 47, Table 2); 
retrieving audio manager data from the disc (202, fig. 8); acquiring audio title set information 
from the disc (211,212, fig. 8); placing audio title set information in a table if the content of 
the audio title set is compatible with the disc player audio output channel type (col. 23 lines 27- 
45); and playing back audio signals corresponding to the audio title set information in the table 
(col. 24 lines 66-67 through col. 25 lines 1-3). 

Regardign claim 9, Sawabe discloses wherein the audio title set information comprises an 
ATS number, ATSI address and a group number of the first audio title (fig. 9a). 

Regarding claim 10, Sawabe further discloses storing audio title information including 
PBC block content in the table (fig. 9a); storing audio title information including downmixable 
content in the table (fig. 9a and col. 30 lines 38-41); and storing audio title information 
including content that has the same channel type as the disc player channel type in the table (fig. 
9b); 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Sawabe discloses an audio signal disc playback apparatus for 
playing back audio signals recorded on a disc (fig. 6), comprising: a disc player operable to 
output audio signals from content stored on a disc (fig. 14); a channel setting section operable 
to set a channel format of the audio signals outputted from the disc player (124a, fig. 16 and col. 
45 lines 41-50 and col. 47, Table 2); and a playback control section operable to determine 
whether content is recorded on the disc is in a channel format other than the set channel format 
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(col. 48 lines 44-59), and to prohibit content that is incompatible with the set channel format 
from being played back (col. 48 lines 60-65). 

Regarding claim 12, Sawabe further discloses wherein incompatible content is content is 
recorded in a channel format other than the set channel format and is not downmixable (col. 48 
lines 60-65 and col. 30 lines 38-41). Sawabe discloses that apparatus may not have the 
capability for the reproduction, and also discloses wherein the information for reproduction may 
include a down-mix coefficient, which therefore means that the content that is not reproducible 
would not have the down-mix coefficient and is not downmixable. 

Regarding claim 13, Sawabe further discloses wherein compatible content is content that 
is in the set channel format, is downmixable (col. 26 lines 36-43), or is a PGC block. 

Regarding claim 14, Sawabe further discloses wherein the playback control section is 
operable to read navigation data recorded on the disc before the disc is played back in order to 
extract groups in the content, determine whether the groups satisfy a playback condition, and 
register the groups that satisfy the playback condition (col. 36 lines 37-51). 

Regarding claim 15, Sawabe further discloses a management section operable to register 
the groups that satisfy the playback condition (col. 37 lines 3-12); and a playback section 
operable to play back the groups in group number sequence (col. 37 lines 29-39). 

Regarding claim 16, Sawabe further discloses a management section operable to register 
the audio titles that satisfy the playback condition are registered and managed; and a playback 
section operable to play the audio titles (col. 36 lines 57-67 through col. 37 lines 1-12). 

Regarding claim 17, Sawabe further discloses a management section operable to register 
groups that satisfy the playback condition (Col. 36 lines 37-51); and a playback section 
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operable to perform a playback repeat operation for repeating the playback of the groups in 
group number sequence (col. 37 lines 29-39). 

Regarding claim 20, Sawabe further discloses wherein the playback control section reads 
is operable to navigation data recorded on a disc before the disc is played back in order to 
extract groups in the content (fig. 6), to determine whether the groups satisfy a playback 
condition, and register the groups that satisfies the playback condition (figs. 9a, 9b and col. 37 
lines 3-12). 

Regarding claim 23, Sawabe further discloses wherein the content on the disc includes 
music data (col. 1 lines 11-16). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6, 18, 19, and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over (Sawabe US 668721 1) in view of Akayama (US 51 15419). 

Regarding claim 6, Sawabe fails to disclose providing a second disc; and playing back 
content on the second disc after playback of a previous disc is complete. In the same field of 
endeavor, Akiyama discloses providing multiple discs, and playing back content on a second 
disc once a first disc is played back (col. 1 lines 7-12). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to provide for multiple discs such 
that a second disc is played back when a previous disc is complete as in Akiyama. The 
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rationale is as follows: One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided a second disc and 
the capability of playing back the second disc when the first is completed in order to provide the 
user the ability to play more content using the same disc playing device. 

Regarding claim 18, Sawabe fails to disclose a disc selecting section operable to select a 
disc from a plurality of discs. In the same field of endeavor, Akiyama discloses providing 
multiple discs, and a disc selection section for selecting among the multiple discs (col. 8 lines 
18-23). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to provide for multiple discs such that a selection can be made among the 
multiple discs for playback. The rationale is as follows: One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have provided a second disc and the capability selecting among the multiple discs in order to 
provide the user the ability to play more content using the same disc playing device. 

Regarding claim 19, Sawabe further discloses wherein when the content is recorded only 
in a channel format that is incompatible with the set channel format, the playback 
control section determines that the content does not satisfy a playback condition (col. 48 lines 
50-59). Sawabe fails to disclose wherein the player selects the next disc when this occurs. In 
the same field of endeavor, Akiyama discloses continuously playing multiple discs in a player 
capable of playing a plurality of discs (col. 1 lines 7-12). ). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to provide for multiple discs 
such that a second disc is played back when the previous disc is incompatible. The rationale is 
as follows: One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided a second disc and the 
capability of playing back the second disc when a previous disc is compatible in order to 
provide the user the ability to play more content using the same disc playing device. 
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Regarding claim 21, Sawabe further discloses a management section operable to register 
groups that satisfy the playback condition (col. 36 lines 37-51); and a playback section operable 
to play back the groups in group number sequence (col. 37 lines 29-39). Sawabe fails to 
disclose a player capable to select and play back a disc from the plurality of discs after the 
playback of a previous disc is complete. In the same field of endeavor, Akiyama discloses 
providing multiple discs, and playing back content on a second disc once a first disc is played 
back (col. 1 lines 7-12). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the applicant's invention to provide for multiple discs such that a second disc is played 
back when a previous disc is complete as in Akiyama. The rationale is as follows: One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have provided a second disc and the capability of playing back 
the second disc when the first is completed in order to provide the user the ability to play more 
content using the same disc playing device. 

Regarding claim 22, Sawabe further discloses a management section operable to register 
audio titles that satisfy the playback condition; and a playback section operable to for play back 
the audio titles (col. 36 lines 57-67 through col. 37 lines 1-12). Sawabe fails to disclose a player 
capable to select and play back a disc from the plurality of discs after the playback of a previous 
disc is complete. In the same field of endeavor, Akiyama discloses providing multiple discs, 
and a disc selection section for selecting among the multiple discs (col. 8 lines 18-23). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to 
provide for multiple discs such that a selection can be made among the multiple discs for 
playback. The rationale is as follows: One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided a 
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second disc and the capability selecting among the multiple discs in order to provide the user 



the ability to play more content using the same disc playing device. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tawfik Goma whose telephone number is (571) 272-4206. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Korzuch can be reached on (571) 272-7589. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Tawfik Goma/ 
2/13/2008 




